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diaphyseal bone mineral density in osteoporotic
rheumatoid arthritis. The accuracy of dual photon
absorptiometry in measuring diaphyseal bone
mineral density in patients with rheumatoid
arthritis has been questioned. This study re-
evaluates the dual energy X-ray absorptiometry
(DXA) precision of dual photon absorptiometry for
measuring bone mineral density in patients with
osteopenia and rheumatoid arthritis and in
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were determined with a DXA system (Lunar
Prodigy) in 29 patients with rheumatoid arthritis,
19 women with osteoporosis, and 31 women after
estrogen therapy. The coefficient of variation for
the inter-observer precision was 2.2% for the
second lumbar vertebrae (L2) and 1.9% for the
distal one third of the radius. The correlation
coefficient with bone mineral density by dual
photon absorptiometry of the second lumbar
vertebrae and of the distal one third radius was
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